Drafting From a Textile Sample

by Nancy M. McKenna

Often, we have afavoritetextile and we havelost
thedraft for it. Or maybethereisan ancient textile
you have seen and want to replicateit. Drafting from
atextileissmple- and wewill cover the procedure
step by step. You will need thetextile, or agood
photograph of it showing interlacement (and scaleif
possibleif you aregoing to berecreatingit), graph
paper, pencil(s).

Our first sample(right): You can seeasmular
patternin Tui Hedstrom'ssamplefor theMedieva

TextilesStudy
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used two colors | i i |
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whereasthesample

inthe 2003 exchangewasdoneinthreecolors. A
digital renditionisbeing shownrather than aphoto

of theactua fabric sothat theinterlacementisclearly
Seen.
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Step 1: Drawwhatyou 1} l f l I b 1l '
seewith pencil ongraph —-}-l; I I ll.l 1 LI-—
paper. If colored pencils - t
makethiseesierforyou,  JJL }” 'j" }I_ l
usethem. Largetwill | 171 I 1 L
patternsare sometimes NI i 3 i L n' i
easier tographusingmore -{* 4 Ly, |

than one color. Onceyou
have graphed what you see, draw abox around one
repeat of the pattern.

Step 2: Starting fromoneside,
examineeach columntofind
repeats. Notate each row. So, the
firstrowismarked*1’, second
uniquerowis‘2 etc. All rowsmay 1
be unique, somemay repest. BEl T I
Wherethey repedt, re-usethe 12342143
previousrow number.

Step 3: Next to each T T T 1414
row, writedownthe [ | | 1221
columnnumbersfor - Hi'HI' 11t g,’zjig
each‘raised’ threadin | l 'LI' AT 1414
; 1,2,1,2
therepeat. l .‘.l 3434
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Step4: Usinganew 1 ' 1,2,2,1
: 1o . 1,4,1,4
pieceof graph paper, | 3,4,4,3
areaof thesamegraph |11 11 |1k 2,323
paper,oracomputer 12342143
drafting program,

make the column numbersyour threading on the
ghafts.

Step 5: making the row numbersinto atie up and
treadling. Consider the numbersyou wrote next to
therows. Look for repeatsin number groups. So,
intheexample above, thefirst row picksup shafts
1& 4. Secondrow 1 & 2, etc. The beautiful part
of adrafting programisthat it iseasy to changethe
threading, treadling, or tie up to changethepattern
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To see images of the swatches, please check out the Com-
plex Weavers Medieval Textiles Study Group bindersfrom
the Complex Weavers' library, or see the digital images at
www.medievaltextiles.org

More information about Complex Weavers can be found at
www.complex-weavers.org
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